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The Cast 

 

Torvald Helmer, a lawyer ............................ Dean Laccohee  

Nora, his wife ................................................ Kirsty Pickering 

Dr Rank ......................................................... Scott Hutchison  

Mrs Christine Linde ..................................... Jeanette Brown  

Nils Krogstad ......................................................... Phil Green  

Anne, the children’s nurse .................................... Ann Monk 

Helen, the housemaid  ................................. Jane Crittenden 

Porter ........................................................................ Guy Makey 

 

Opening poem ‘Her – untitled’  

written by Ronald Stevenson, read by Kirsty Pickering 

 

Excerpts from Grieg’s piano sonata no. 3 in E minor and 

Rossini’s La Danza, played by Michael Black 

 

 

The action takes place in the Helmers’ flat, in Norway 

Time: the 1870s 

 

Act 1: December 24th (the main Christmas celebration in 

Norway) 

There will be a short pause between Acts 1 and 2 

Act 2: Christmas Day 

Interval of 20 minutes, when drinks will be available in 

the foyer 

Act 3: December 26th  



The Production Team 
 

Director .................................................... Ronald Stevenson 

Producer ........................................................... Michael Black 

Stage manager ..................................................... Peter Welsh 

Stage crew ............ Bob Pugh, Les Bosworth, Trish James 

Set design  ................................................. Ronald Stevenson 

Sound and lighting ............................................. Mel Pugsley 

Costumes and make-up ........................................ Kelly Mason 

Properties ............... Michael Black, Ann Monk, Guy Makey  

Prompter .................................................................. Mike Plews 

Front of House .................................. Tony Burrin and team 

Poster ......................... Claire Newman, Ronald Stevenson 

Programme ........................................................ Michael Black 

Publicity .............................................................. Linda Spencer 

 

 

assisted by other Club members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to everyone who has helped us put on this 

production, especially  

Jenni and Lydia at Huntingdon Town Council, Malcolm 

and Roy at the Commemoration Hall, George Cottam, 

Paul Holden, Paul Telford, Spotlight Productions 

 

Our thanks and apologies to anyone who has helped us 

since the programme went to print. 

  



Dean Laccohee (Torvald Helmer) 

Dean's recent appearances with the club include John Malcolm in Separate 

Tables, Captain Lombard in And Then There Were None, Dick Tassell in 

The Happiest Days of your Life and Alexandro (the Greek waiter) in Port 

Out, Starboard Home! Dean also directed Alan Ayckbourn's Absent 

Friends for the club in 2009 and later this year will direct J.B. Priestley's An 

Inspector Calls. 
 

Kirsty Pickering (Nora) 

Kirsty first trod the boards at the age of 6 in The Sound of Music. Having 

trained in musical theatre she worked professionally in that field for three 

years. She then discovered absurd theatre and, ironically, Ibsen. She went 

on to study the playwright and perform as the „anti-heroine‟ Hedda Gabler 

in her native North Yorkshire. Kirsty joined Huntingdon Drama Club in 

2009, playing the maid in And Then There Were None. She is thrilled to be 

performing an Ibsen again. 

 
Scott Hutchison (Dr Rank) 
A Doll's House marks Scott's sixth appearance with Huntingdon Drama 

Club since his return to the amateur stage in 2009, with memorable roles in 

Absent Friends, And Then There Were None, Port Out, Starboard Home! 

and most recently, The Happiest Days of your Life. Scott has enjoyed the 

challenge of playing a very different role in this play from the ones he has 

played so far.  
 

Jeanette Brown  (Mrs Christine Linde) 

Jeanette has appeared in many of the Club‟s productions since 2003, 

including Move over Mrs Markham, A Murder is Announced, Jane Eyre, 

Cold Comfort Farm, Hay Fever, Absent Friends, Port Out, Starboard 

Home! and last November‟s The Happiest Days of your Life. 

 
Phil Green (Nils Krogstad) 

Nils Krogstad represents a radical change in character from Phil's last role 

as the camp entertainments officer Wayne in the premiere of Port Out, 

Starboard Home! Previous credits also include the nervous Dr Armstrong 

in Agatha Christie's And Then There Were None, Simon Bliss in Noël 

Coward's Hay Fever and the posh but dim Richard Hawk-Monitor in Stella 

Gibbons‟ Cold Comfort Farm. 

  



Ann Monk (Anne) 

Ann joined Huntingdon Drama Club in 2005. She is surprised to realise that 

she has been involved in 11 of the 13 productions since then. No wonder 

she has little spare time! She has acted, most recently in And Then There 

Were None, where she was injected with a lethal dose of poison whilst 

attempting to do her knitting. Although acting is her first love she has also 

produced, been responsible for costumes – including  creating OTT hats for 

Lady Bracknell in The Importance of Being Earnest – and made props for 

Cold Comfort Farm and last autumn‟s The Happiest Days of Your Life.
  

Jane Crittenden (Helen) 

This is Jane's first ever play other than an appearance as a tree in a school 

nativity play aged 5. She is celebrating both her children now going to 

school and thought „being in a play would be fun.‟ Having discovered how 

much she enjoys acting, she‟s unlikely to go back to being a tree. 
 

Guy Makey (Porter) 

Having recently made my debut with the Club as the scheming Hopcroft 

Minor in The Happiest Days of Your Life, I am taking more of a supporting 

role with this production. Never before has the placing of a Christmas tree 

on stage been of such importance to me! As well as undertaking the role of 

the porter in A Doll's House I will also be working backstage as you watch 

the show tonight, ensuring that all props and stage furniture are in their 

correct place. I very much hope you‟ll enjoy the show. 
 

Ronald Stevenson (director) 

I have been an active member of Huntingdon Drama Club for many years. 

This, however, is only my second time directing a full-length play – and 

what a challenge it has been!  
 

Michael Black (producer) 

This is my first time producing one of the Club‟s plays, and it‟s reminded 

me how much we depend on the help and goodwill of a large number of 

people, both Club members and others. Thank you all – without you, we 

wouldn‟t have any productions! In particular, Ann Monk and John Morgan 

have both helped enormously in numerous ways. 

  



From the Director 

A Doll’s House, first performed in 1879, was hailed as the first feminist play and 

heralded the birth of realistic dialogue in theatre.  Out went the sentimental 

romanticism of the late 19
th

 century, and in came the radical realism of “Ibsenism.” 

The subject matter of a failing marriage coupled with the strong willed heroine 

Nora was considered a step too far and shocked audiences of the day, there were 

even calls for a different ending to the play. 

The furore which the play caused twenty years before the formation of the 

suffragette movement can now only be imagined by modern day audiences. It is 

perhaps easier to think of Ibsen as a founding father who lit the flame of realistic 

and everyday dialogue in theatre.  This purposeful shocking and unsettling of 

audiences can be seen still burning in the eyes of John Osborne‟s angry young man 

in Look Back in Anger (1956) right through to present day playwrights such as 

Alan Ayckbourn and Mike Leigh who continue to fan the flames by wilfully 

peeling back the flimsy social facades of the middle classes to often great theatrical 

effect. 

In terms of construct, the play is a standard three acts, but was anything but 

standard in its day in having a woman as the main protagonist.  Such is the 

complexity of Nora‟s character it is hard to believe that it was actually written by a 

man. In terms of importance the character of Nora ranks alongside the greatest 

literary creations of its era and most readily recalls the granite strength of Chris 

Guthrie in Sunset Song by Lewis Grassic Gibbon, another enduring literary heroine 

interestingly also written by a man. 

 I was therefore understandably thrilled to be asked by the club to direct such a 

landmark play, and have been privileged to work with such a talented cast and 

crew, without whom tonight‟s production would not have been possible. I 

personally thank each and every one of you for your dedication and sheer hard graft 

over the last few months. It has been a long bumpy road, but ultimately a fruitful 

one! 

It is hard indeed to think of a more challenging female lead role than that of Nora 

Helmer.  I was thus more than fortunate to uncover an Ibsenite in our very midst 

with the drive and enthusiasm to undertake what may actually be the most 

demanding female lead role in theatre. 

On a more personal note the short poem which you will hear prior to the play 

commencing was written over a year ago whilst considering a failed relationship. I 

did not write it with the play in mind, but upon rereading it this spring came to the 

conclusion that it was just too fitting to omit. Perhaps at the point of writing it I too 

had briefly held the still flaming baton of Ibsenism..... 

Ronald J. Stevenson  



Our next two productions 
 

ABIGAIL’S PARTY 

by Mike Leigh, directed by Marie Huggins 

Thursday to Saturday, 21 – 23 July 2011 

 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

by J.B. Priestley, directed by Dean Laccohee 

Thursday to Saturday, 10 – 12 November 2011 

 

Please contact us for further information or if you’d 

like to get involved. 

 

 www.huntingdondramaclub.org.uk  

 www.facebook.com/HuntingdonDramaClub  

 01480-454486 (Michael Black and John Morgan) 

 any other Club member 

 

 

 

Booking online 

It‟s very easy: just visit the Club‟s website, click to book tickets, and enter 

your requirements. Tickets cost the same whether you buy them online, 

over the phone, or at the door.  

The Club is currently paying the commission for using the online service, 

rather than add it to the price of the ticket, as many organisations do. We 

hope we can continue to afford to do this, and can keep ticket prices to the 

current level.  

Each production costs us at least £1,500. To cover costs, we need to sell 

well over 200 tickets.  

To help us keep ticket prices down, there‟s something simple you can do:  

Please spend lots of money on refreshments, the programme and raffle 

tickets! 



Past productions – the last 25 

years 

 

1987 Lord Arthur Savile‟s Crime 

 Laburnum Grove 
 

1988 Any Number can Die 

 Easy Virtue 
 

1989 Under Milk Wood 

 Pygmalion 
 

1990 A Day in the Death of Joe Egg 

 Caught on the Hop 
 

1991 The School for Scandal 

 Pass the Butler 
 

1992 Lady Windermere‟s Fan 

 Ghost Train 
 

1993 A Chorus of Disapproval 

 Loot 
 

1994 Tom Jones 

 The Empress of Othernow 
 

1995 No Sex Please, We‟re British 

 Out of Sight… Out of Murder 
 

1996 The Importance of Being Earnest 

 Dracula 
 

1997 The Hollow 

 Absurd Person Singular 
 

1998 An Ideal Husband 

 On the Razzle 

 

1999 Rope 
 Working with Amateurs 

2000  Bazaar and Rummage 

 One Flew over the Cuckoo‟s Nest 
 

2001 Picasso at the Lapin Agile 

 Journey‟s End 
 

2002 Worlds Apart 

 Mixed Doubles 
 

2003 The Real Inspector Hound 

 Wedding of the Year 
 

2004 May-Hem 

 Bobby Dazzler 
 

2005  Fallen Angels 

 From Mafeking to the Millennium 
 

2006 Silhouette 

 Move over Mrs Markham 
 

2007 Joking apart 

 A murder is announced 
 Jane Eyre 

 

2008 Cold Comfort Farm 
 Hay Fever 

 Ghost Writer 

 
2009 Separate Tables 

 Absent Friends 

 And then there were none 
 

2010 The Importance of Being Earnest 

 Port Out, Starboard Home! 

 The Happiest Days of your Life 

 

 
 

The National Operatic and Dramatic Association (NODA) was founded in 

1899 and has a membership of approximately 2,500 amateur theatre groups 

and 3000 individual enthusiasts throughout the UK. 

 

NODA House, 58/60 Lincoln Rd, Peterborough PE1 2RZ 

Tel: 0870 770 2480  Fax: 0870 770 2490 

E-mail: everyone@noda.org.uk   Web: http://www.noda.org. 

 



  



Scott Hutchison 

Jeanette Brown 

 

 

Dean Laccohee 

Kirsty Pickering 

Phil Green 

Ann Monk Guy Makey Jane Crittenden 


